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Date: June 23, 2025

SOCIETY NEWS

The year began with preparations for and the holding of our AGM at the Farmer’s Institute
Deep Creek Hall on April 14, 2025. All previous members on the board agreed to stand for re-
election.

Marge Sidney indicated that the latest data clearly showed that the wetland has had an impact
on reducing nutrient flow into Gardom Lake. Monitoring lake health will continue, thanks to
volunteers.

Gene Dodd recently connected with Columbia Shuswap Invasive Species Society Field
Coordinator Nolan Novotny who spent a day on the Lake collecting data to map the distribution
of Yellow Flag Iris, Invasive Water Lily and other invasives.

WETLAND NEWS

Summer is here, the wetland has nicely filled with water, and vegetation and wildlife are
flourishing.




Turtles have been active nesting on our
two managed sandy/gravely sites and
may continue for some time yet. This
past weekend (June 15%) 14 adult
turtles were observed basking on logs and the shoreline of the wetland.

With the nesting season in full swing it is important to be vigilant as we drive along roadways
near watercourses that turtles inhabit. Turtles lay their eggs in nests dug in sandy/gravely soils
close to the water. Some will travel across roadways as the gravely material on road verges
contains ideal nesting material.

Young turtle nestlings, the size of a loonie and coloured dark brown (see below), will be
emerging from nests and making their way downhill to the closest open water, sometimes
crossing roads in their journey. Keep an open eye for these tiny critters.

If you see a turtle nestling crossing a road safely pull over and put your hazard lights on before
exiting your vehicle to warn other traffic of a hazard. If you have a safety vest as part of your
emergency first aid kit, this will hopefully keep you visible to passing motorists as you pick up
the baby turtle and move it across the road to the Lake side of the road.

Try not to impede or assist an adult female turtle but patiently wait for her to cross the road.
Picking up an adult female turtle will cause her to release a large quantity of urine that was
destined to be used to complete the egg laying activity. She will then return back to the
waterway to replenish her fluids, thus increasing her chances of encounters with motor
vehicles.



Volunteers have been busy approximately one morning each week since early April weeding
vegetation from the nesting site at the wetland. On May 10th a group of GLSS members met at
the nesting site at the outlet creek of Gardom Lake to remove weeds.
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The adult female turtle seen below was recently photographed as she was digging a nest hole
to lay her eggs on the wetland site.



During the next couple of months volunteers will focus on reducing the impact of Canada thistle
on the upland area of the wetland. Early efforts to dig out thistles have been a great help and
we will now concentrate on pulling thistle plants or clipping off flower heads to prevent seed
dispersal of this invasive weed. If you have some spare time feel free to visit the wetland with
your garden gloves and pruners and you can leave the weeds in piles to decompose.

MALLORY RIDGE PARK/PROTECTION UPDATE

“Community Engagement” on a CSRD Parks Master Plan is expected in the near future. GLSS
supports the protection of Mallory Ridge as a CSRD Conservation Park because the Ridge
contains an important portion of Gardom Lake’s watershed and is critical for biodiversity,
habitat and wildlife protection as well as the Lake’s hydrological stability.

Many of you also enjoy the beautiful trails on the Ridge maintained by Mallory Ridge
Community Trails Society (MRCTS).

All GLSS members will receive a separate email outlining this issue and explaining the
importance of increasing membership in GLSS and the equally important Mallory Ridge
Community Trails Society (MRCTS) to show community support.



Mallory Ridge Community Trails Society members enjoy the view of Mount Ida and Gardom
Lake from Mallory Ridge



