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Society News: A director’s meeting was held on February 13" with many issues being discussed. Our AGM will be held
at the Gardom Lake Bible Camp on Tuesday April 21, 2026 at 7pm. We hope to see you there. A big thank you to
Eleanor Marshall and her team for her membership drive held at the Lake this past summer. There are currently 409 GLSS
members. The Gardom Lake aeration system broke down in the Fall and we have had assurance that the system will be
repaired as soon as possible. Aeration is important for the health of the Lake and there is the possibility of change in the
aeration regimen moving forward (more details below). Mark Bourgeau presented information about the cyanobacteria
(blue green algae) bloom that was observed on the Lake last Fall and the need to keep data on the appearance of future
algal blooms.

GLSS has applied for a grant to the Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation to install a predator exclosure on the turtle
nesting site on Gardom Lake and a gate to limit vehicle access to the site (see below for details).
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Health Status of Gardom Lake: Climate change, high water temperatures of 25 Celsius during summer 2024 and 2025,
algal blooms during summer 2025, a cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) bloom during fall 2025 and lower lake levels than
normal as well as ongoing drought and low winter snow packs are major concerns. Another concern is the reduction in
populations of dragonflies and damselflies as noted by lake residents.



The removal of stately fir trees along the Western shore of the Lake may contribute to higher water temperatures close to
the shoreline where algal blooms can originate. Replacing removed trees with deciduous trees for shade is recommended.
Also, rather than removing the entire tree, consider leaving a 4 to 5 metre stump (a snag) for wildlife (woodpeckers, etc.)
if it won’t impact any structures when it naturally falls over. Please find ways to be kind and considerate to the plants and
animals that share your space, including the riparian shoreline.

One important local species, Chara sp. or stonewort is a macroscopic, multicellular
green algae typically found on Gardom Lake along the shoreline, including around
resident’s docks. Chara is recognized by Fisheries as providing important aquatic
habitat for fish feeding and rearing young and as such is protected. The diffuse
holdfasts extend into the lake sediments and act to stabilize the lake bottom as they
absorb nutrients. The green chlorophyll enables them to get energy from
photosynthesis. They shunt hydrogen ions from photosynthesis into the hard (calcium
rich) water so that calcium combines with carbon dioxide to produce crusty or gritty
calcium carbonate deposits on the stonewort’s exterior surface, thereby sequestering carbon.

Many species, including turtles and waterfowl feed on Chara. Dragonfly and damselfly nymphs use the stemlike
structures to conceal their molting activities. Turtle hatchlings are primarily carnivorous and feed on chironomids and
other aquatic insect larvae, snails, tadpoles etc. within the relative safety provided by Chara. Hatchlings gradually
transition to an omnivorous diet and adult turtles are primarily herbivorous, with Chara being part of their diet. Fish,
including the stocked sterile trout frequent the Chara beds and spend all their time feeding. Their voracious appetites may
play a role in the noted decline in dragonflies and damselflies, preying on them as they actively molt on Chara stems.

As a consequence of the cyanobacteria bloom and climate change as well as concerns that changes might impact
recreational use of the lake we plan to submit a grant application to the CSRD Grant in Aid program to collect lake data
this summer that will provide a baseline for further lake changes and studies. Details are still to be worked out.
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Lake Aeration System: GLSS has been communicating with Fisheries to get the Gardom Lake aeration system in
running condition as soon as possible. There is a suggestion to aerate the lake during spring and fall as a way to
combat the increase in algal blooms and this may require additional data collection.

Turtle Nesting Area Protection: Literature and local experience of turtle road fatalities during nesting resulted in our
establishment of two turtle nesting sites on the lake and wetland. In order to reduce predation threats GLSS has applied for
a grant from the Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation to install fencing on the lake site and install a lockable gate to
deter unwanted traffic from entering the site. Hopefully members will be notified about volunteer opportunities to help
with the installation this spring.

We are also looking at the placement of protective nest boxes on individual nest sites at the wetland site to safeguard
against predation. Volunteers may be needed to weed nesting sites and help with nest protection.

Adopt a Highway: This activity was impacted by Covid in 2021 but we are looking at doing it again sometime this
spring. Volunteers may be needed to collect roadside trash so as to make recreational enthusiast’s visit(s) to Gardom Lake
more pleasant.

Water Sampling Update: A meeting was held March 4, 2026 by GLSS members involved in data collection to discuss
plans to increase the data collection process. As soon as the ice comes off the lake volunteers will collect water quality
data in both deep basins at regular intervals until the ice returns. A tremendous thank you to our dedicated volunteers who
collect data for BC Lake Stewardship Society (BCLSS) to monitor the health of Gardom Lake.

Mallory Ridge Protective Status Update: The Mallory Ridge Community Trail Society (MRCTS), with 471 members,
continues to advocate for the protection of Mallory Ridge. CSRD’s Fiona Barton has secured funding for a consulting
firm to carry out community consultation in the near future, as part of the new CSRD wide Parks Planning process. GLSS
has partnered with MRCTS because we are convinced that the protection of this unique Ridge is critical to maintaining the
health of the watershed and the future health of Gardom Lake. We will keep our membership informed about any
upcoming community consultations.

Volunteer Opportunities: There are likely to be opportunities for lake residents and area residents to be involved in
GLSS activities. Some of these include lake monitoring, weeding vegetation from turtle nest sites, removal of thistle from
the wetland, monitoring turtle nesting activity as well as being involved in the turtle nest protection strategy. We look
forward to meeting with you.

With the reduced water level in the lake last summer a suggestion was made that GLSS should provide advice/assistance
to any residents along the eastern shore with creeks on their properties who may be interested in improving water flow by
clearing surface debris from culverts and creek beds during the non flow summer months. Please contact GLSS at our
email above.

Last but not least a tremendous thank you to all our members whose contributions to our activities help to protect Gardom
Lake, a unique treasure to look after and maintain for future generations.

Contact us at gardomlakestewards@gmail.com

Visit our website at https://www.gardomlakestewards.org

See us and hopefully like us on facebook.

Please feel free to forward this newsletter to family and friends who may be interested.

3


mailto:gardomlakestewards@gmail.com
https://www.gardomlakestewards.org/

